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Emigration poster 1948: 'Australia, land of tomorrow', Joe Greenberg. Courtesy Museum 
Victoria 

 

'Australia wants, and wil l welcome, new healthy citizens who are determined 

to become good Australians'. Arthur Caldwell, Australian Minister for 

Immigration, 1945 

 

After World War II, Europe was in chaos, Germany was crushed and the map 

of Europe was being carved up by the United States and the Soviet Union. 

Western Europe was supported by the United States while Eastern Europe 

was invaded by the Soviet Union. Migrants began streaming out of Eastern 

Europe to places like Australia and the United States to get away from the 

oppression in their homelands by the Soviet Union. The Cold War between 



the United States and the Soviet Union meant that nuclear war was a real 

threat and some people saw Australia as a safe place to live. 

 

Between 1945 and 1965 more then two million migrants came to Australia. 

Most were assisted: the government paid most of their fare to get to 

Australia. In return they had to stay in Australia for at least two years and 

work in whatever jobs the government gave them. A number of migrants 

spent their f irst months in Australia living in migrant hostels while they tried 

to f ind themselves a home. Some found work in factories; others did the hard 

and dirty jobs in heavy industry. Skilled migrants found it hard to f ind work to 

suit their training and qualif ications and had to accept what work was 

available. All migrants, especially those who did not speak English well, had 

to put up with prejudice. Thousands worked on the Snowy Mountains 

Hydroelectric Scheme that was commenced in 1949. Dams, power stations 

and tunnels were built so that the water from the Snowy River could be used 

to provide power and irrigation. Workers lived in camps and in newly built 

towns like Cabramurra doing hard and dangerous work. 
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