We left a country of magnificent mountains and the sea
and came to a place of heat, dust, tin houses and toilets.
It Was d b|g ShOCk fOI’ US| Rudolph Alagich OAM

When | was a child in Italy, we had a shack in the
mountains; it was the stable for the cows and chooks.
lIrememberwhenlwasveryyoungtherewasoneparticular
cowthatwasminetotaketodrink.Theygrazedononeside
and drank on the other side. binaspagno

lgrewupinSouth Africaduringthe apartheidyears.|saw
d IOt Of InjLIStICES Adelaide De Main

Italo and | were in orphanages for eight years. | went in
when | was six and | came out when | was fourteen, to
come to Australia. sivanamich

Wewerestarvingatthatorphanage.lremembergoingout
tothegardenwiththeboysandcollectingsnails;scraping
them out ofthe shells with abit of wire and heating them
over the drum of rubbish and eating them. o martini

We came from the northern part of Norway and the
winter over there was very hard: snowing began in
October;stormsandsnowandfrostandlonghardwinters.
| don’t miss that. bagmar kanck

Life in Lebanon at that time was very harsh compared to
lifeinAustralia. Peoplehadlittleornomoney. Theylived by
trading whatever produce they could generate for the
essentials required for survival. ramonware

My grandfather Emanuel Pedergnana was born in San
Bernardo,RabbiTyrol,ltalyon11thNovember1883.That
regionofltalywasunderAustrianrule untilaftertheFirst
World War. Reginald (Reg) Pedergnana

After World War Two, the whole of industry in Italy was
migrating;originallytoSwitzerland, France,Belgiumand
then AUStl’alla John De Franceschi
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Marianella Cester with family and friends, Italy.

I came fromv av city of one midliovw
people where I attended concerty
ond cultuwrald functions all the

Tme, verwsuicicn

GreecewasspoiledformanyyearsaftertheSecondWorld
War; the economy was in ruin and there was a lot of
unemployment. It was not a very easy life at that time
because our country was SO POOF. veatrike (vickie) Drosos

My father,Joze (Joe) Ravlichwas asoldierinthe Army. He
foughtforYugoslaviatobecomeunitedandinmyheartlam
aYugoslav—thatisthebestwaylcandescribeit. oigaerrancesch

We actually came from the Campagnia district of Italy.
Campagniawas mostly mountains and hills and scrubby
grounds; utterly differenttowhat poorold mumfacedin
Broken Hill. Anna Murphy

Italy was nota good placeto be during the Second World
War.lrememberourfatherpushingusoutofthewaysowe
wouldn’t get hit as airplanes shot at Germans! jackoe franceschi

Abdul Ziadulla Fazulla — Afghan elder stepping out!

Arten, northern ltaly.

Home of Anica (Begovich) Ravlich in Yugoslavia.



MyfatherwasfightingatGallipoli.Whenhewaswounded
hewaslookedafterbytheAustralians.Hegotsoattached
tothese people — ‘lwantto go to Australial’. We looked
around and said ‘Well, whereis this Australia?’ We didn’t
know where, but we came anyway. igor caplygin

‘We should gotothe NewWorld’she said to herhusband
Jacob, ‘so we too can make lots of money and raise our
children in better conditions than we have here!’ ramonware

Carlo had migrated to Australia in 1956. He was only
twentyyearsoldwhenheleftltalyandlikeallyoungmen,
hethoughthewouldbeinAustraliaforonlyashorttime,
makealotofmoneyandreturnhometoltalybutlifeis not
like that. Fiomena Tormena

| said to myself, ‘Whatam | going to do here? There is no
future for myself; no future for my family. | am going’. |
didn’tlike leaving my home town but thatis whatldid —
for a better life. Luigi Zanette

TheSlavmenthatcametoAustraliareturnedtoBlatoand
picked awife and they always picked the best. The ones
thatwere notchosenatthattime believedtheywerevery
lucky if they eventually came to Australia. «ata andrich

My father told me he was willing to allow me to go to
Australia as he had first cousins here in Australia that
would sponsor me, so | told him | was ready to migrate.

John De Franceschi

lcametoAustraliain1962becausethepeopleinYugoslavia
couldn’t get jobs after the Second World War. | came to
Australia for a better life. wanrippin

|came here forachange of life and to see anotherworld.

Giuseppe (Joe) Franze

Dad told mum he had to leave Italy because of what the
Fascistscoulddotothem.HedecidedtocometoAustralia.

Louis (Lou) Forner
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| spent two and a half years in a displaced persons camp in Italy. There was nothing at home. Rose Cetinich
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Tew of uy left school together; o few
decided to- go-to-Australiov and we

were like sheep; we followed one
another. puasitana

AftertheSecondWorldWar, Treviso,theareainltalywherel
came from, was over-populated. We were a farming
family that was struggling against poverty and landlord
corruption. | believed the only solution to my family’s
problemswas toemigrate and prepare the way for other
members of my family to join me. i parami

DadcametoBrokenHillfromBlato,Yugoslaviain1925.He
was theeldestinafamilyofeightsistersandone brother
sohecameoutheretoworkandbuylandforhisfamilyin
Yugoslavia. Vinka Bartulovich

Youseewehadnothingoverthere.Peoplewhohadfarms
still survived. They stuck to farming and they ended up
quite well. If you had nothing — well, you had to walk
away. That’swhytheyhadtomigrate.Somebodyhadtogo,
and they went. Lorenzo (taurie) Cester

Carlo Forner, World War 1.

My fatherJoe cameto Australiain 1926. My motherand
George joined him twelve years later. olga De Franceschi

{Emanuel Pedergnanawas eighteen years old when he
emigrated from Italy in 1901. | believe he came out to
better himselfand getaway fromthe turmoilthatwasin
Europe before the beginning of the First World War.
Reginald (Reg) Pedergnana



WeleftontheOrsovaonthe22ndofMay,1961.Thetripout
wasn’tveryeasy.Thefirstfewdayswerereallysad,because
weleftourfamily.ltwasanEnglishshipsowecouldn’ttalk
toanybodybecausewedidn’tknowthelanguage. warijazanicn

| left Messina, Italy at the end of July on the Toscana. The
tripwasroughandslow.Thefoodwasalrightbutbecause
itwas sorough,nosoonerwasittakeninthanitcameout!
The ship took forty days to reach Melbourne. ciuseppegoe)Franze

On Dad’s journey out to Australia, the ship broke its tail
shaft and stayed in Ceylon (Sri Lanka) for a couple of
months.DadrememberedgoingintotheforestsofCeylon
eating big snails. These were two or three inches in
diameter and that’s what they lived on. wouis wow Forner

|paidformyownfare.Whenyouhave nomoney,youtake
thebestyoucanafford.lsleptinahammock —therewere
ﬁfty tO d room. Luigi Zanette

| sailed on the Greek ship Tasmania. There were five
hundredmenandtwothousandgirls!lhadafantastictime
and | didn’t want the trip to end. spiros niarros

We were all together. There were two or three hundred
peopleinonelargeroom:pregnantwomen,babies, boys,
girls. | think it was a magazine room — there were no
cabins, just bunks. The smell was dreadful. sivanamicni

| sailed ona German ship the FairSea, and celebrated my
twentyfirstbirthdayontheboat.Therewerefivehundred
Italian menontheship, fromtwentyonetothirtyyears of
age, no younger or no older. There was not one ltalian
family or Italian female on board. oino oe Francesc

One night water was coming to the level of the window
anditwaslikemud.Theshipwasswayingandlsaid, ‘We’ll
drowntonight!’ Thechildrenweresleeping;itdidn’tworry
them but | went into the passage and prayed the fifth
mysteryoftheRosarythatthe shipwould notsink! oigazanette

There was not really any sadness when | left my country for Australia. lwas happy to come here because | knew I was
beginning a new life: starting again, and | would meet my father. ivan viatko

I cov remember my grandmotier
dressed inv black, waving her
W 0(170(/3/ Anna Murphy

WeleftfromTriesteandsailedforMelbourneontheltalian
ship,Aurelia.Thejourneywasgood,reallylikeafeasttous.
My brother had theclarinetand | hadthetrumpetandwe
usedtoplayaroundandsingeverynightontheboat.Alot
of ladies came over on that ship to marry in Australia.

Jack De Franceschi

lcameoutonanEnglishship,theOrion.lenjoyedgoingto
theloungeafterdinnertowatchthedancing.Peoplecame
andaskedmetodancebutlwastooshy.lrememberedmy
father’swords.‘Don’ttrustanyone;don’thaveadrinkand
don’tgettooexciteddancing,becauseifanythinghappens
| will jump in the river’. vasii wickie) Niarros.

FedericocametopickmeupinMelbourne.Wetravelledby
plane to Adelaide because Federico had driven the truck
to Adelaide before coming to meet me. We travelled to
BrokenHillinthetruckandwithnobitumenontheroad —
Oh my God! Annacaon

Karl Karthauser on board.

“ MOURAVIEFF-APOSTOL ”

ire CoOte Veritas (T. S. F.)

Charlie told me that when they left Malta, they had so
muchbadweatherbetweenMaltaandFrance,theyalmost
drownedthreetimes. TheMouravieff-Apostolwastheship

thattheysailed on from France to Fremantle, Australia.
Rosina (Rose) Micallef




Carlo still tells me that he arrived in November, and that
first Christmas he cried like a baby and if he’d had the
money he WOUId have gOne hOme Filomena Tormena

Spiroswaswaitingforme.lfeltrelievedinaway, thatlhad
come and that there was someone waiting for me.

Vasiliki (Vickie) Niarros

It really breaks my heartwhen | think of it: mum and dad
seated at this little kitchen table in a little two-bedroom
house thatthe farmerhad builtforus. Theytalked about
ltalyandaboutwhattheyhadleftbehind, thenthey’dcry.
They would both just sit there and cry! viaarovere

| was on the ship for four weeks. | travelled with other
peopleontheboatandwedockedinAdelaideonthe 12th
February1936.Myfriendssawmyfuturehusbandfromthe
deckbeforetheygotoffandweresaying‘That’shim!What
do YOu think?’ kata Andricn

ltstruckmeinthemorningwhenlwokeuptothesoundof
thecrowsoutsidethewindow.Alllcouldseewassandand
saltbush and next door was a yard full of old cars and
rubbish. | sat down and | cried. | thought about the

mountainsandviewsfrommybedroomwindow (inltaly).

Filomena Tormena

| do remember dad telling me that when he came to
Australia, he had to get on a bus from Melbourne to
M'Idura tO BI’Oken H|” Anna Murphy

| ordered a cheese sandwich and they brought out Kraft
cheeseinwhite bread —somethingthatdidn’tresemble
anything like the bread and cheese | was used to! It was
quite a shock to me. &isakanck

ltwas forty(degrees)fortwoweekswhenwefirstreached
Broken Hill — oh sweet Jesus. My God! Nobody had an
air-cooler at that time. vera suiicic

We had accommodation with the Buskariols for a couple of years, then we built our house next door. Luka Oreb

It was very hawrd. I cried all day for

eight months. I wanted to-go-back
to- Italy but we couldwt afford (.

Caterina Barzelatto-

lwasreallydisappointedwhenlreachedFremantle.lliked
theareabutlcouldn’tunderstandanything.Then,aslwas
walkingdownthestreet,achildranawayfromhis mother
and he crossed the footpath and he fell down. Blood was
comingoutfrombothkneesandhestartedcrying. ‘Aaah!’
|said, ‘I'mhappy nowbecausetheycrythe sameaswhat
they cry in Italy.” | was happy after that!” o parami

We stayed in Sydney for one week when | first arrived in
AustraliaandlenjoyedSydney.lwasreallyimpressedand]
thoughtBrokenHillwould bethe sametoobecauselwas
told, Broken Hill was a CItY. Merita Nicholas

Carlottina was met by her groom Biagio, and his sister
Mariain Melbourne.Whatamomentthatmusthave been
fOI’ bOth Of them Clara Dal Santo

DuringthefirstsixmonthsinAustralia,iflhadonehundred
pounds in my pocket, | would have gone home to
YugOSIaV|a Ivan Pippin

PaulZammitand son:newarrivals. Giuseppe Franze.

My parents and friends from Blato met me at the airport. It was the first time
| had seen my father for twenty six years. Ante Zaknich

MrsVellissarakasandbabylLily,c.1936. »




We lived in a shed that Ivan had built at the back of his
father’'shouseat329PiperStreet.ltwasverynice—lovely
bedroom.lhadneverhadvinylonthefloorbeforeandthat
was a lovely floral one. It was luxury. We had a lovely bed
andfurniture;everythingwasnew.lvanhaditallorganised
forme.lvan’s step-motherandlusedtocooktogetherin
the old house. jagoda viatko

We had a room in a big boarding house — single men’s
accommodation which was owned by Mr Puccini. We had
our meals in another place. jacoe francescn

|stayedintwoplaceswhenlfirstcamebacktoBroken Hill
from Wilcannia. | stayed at 9 Argent Street with Emilio
Giobbi and then moved to 53 Argent Street. Luigizanete

We lived at Millie and Rudi Alagich’s place for about six
months.MillieisNick’ssister.Nick’sparentscamebackto
Broken Hill and we moved in with them for about a year.
| had a child in that time and then we bought a house in
Patton Street and have been here ever since. joyce raviicn

There was no bathroom; the shower was only a hose

outside. Thetoiletwasoutsideinthose days and wewent
to the toilet before the cart men came to change the pan
becauseafterwardsthesmellofphenolwouldclingtoyou!

Silvana Michl

Imadeaboutforty-sixthousandcementbricks.lcouldn’t
afford to put the roof on for about three or four years.
Eventually | saved the money, bought the material and
finished the roof and the inside of the house.

Con Frangonasopoulos

Mum and Dad came back to Broken Hill and lived at 341
PiperStreetuntilshediedin1991.Icanrememberthehouse
havingwall-paperedhessianbackedrooms,anddirtfloors
in the kitchen and verandah. wiiic atagict

DadhadahousereadyforusinCrystalStreet. Therewere
twoorthreehouseswithonebigyard.Nofencesbetween
us and we were all Maltese. &miy tonna
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Red-roofed house — formerly Puccini’s boarding house.

I did the cementing for the
foundations and I was cdlways

helping. The house was ready in
1954 and we hawve lived here ever

W Dagmawr Kanck

Ella Mushan, Millie Ravlich (Alagich) and RudiAlagich at SilvioandDinaSpagnollovedthehometheybuilttogether.
home, c. 1940.

Barzelatto Menindee home.

Old tinny — many migrants settled in ‘tinnies’.



llovedtodance.ltwas abitdifficult, particularlygoingto
ask a girltodance because of the language and as Maria
said, young ones could be cruel. They called you names,
but we persisted. retar petkovich

lhavelivedhereforfortyyearsandhadgoodneighbours,
butwearealsogoodneighbours;weareveryquietpeople.

Veatrike (Vickie) Drosos

Sometimes people treated us badly. Some people had a
goodcharacterandweregood personsbutothers—they
never thOught Of mlgl‘antS Con Frangonasopoulos

Inthe earlydays inBroken Hillwhenyouwenttowork ata
house,thewomenwereverynice.Theygaveusmorningtea
which usually include Arnotts milk coffee biscuits.

| loved those. binope Franceschi

We did have difficult moments when we were little,
because it was just after the war and people were still
angry. We were often called dagos. caypeFrancescn

Sport helped me mix with other kids and other cultures;
that’s what made Broken Hill afantastic placetogrow up

IN. Kathy Skiadas

People found us fascinating because of how close our
familieswere. TheGreekcommunitybackinthosedayswas
huge. We did not have any actual family here but lots of
friends and family connections. «athy skiadas

Whenlwenttowork, thegirlswerereallynicetome. They
helped me and explained things. sivanamich

Mrs McQueen offered to be a grandmother for the day. |
thoughtthatwaswonderful.Sheremained nanatoallmy
childrenandwhenmymotherandbrothercametoBroken
Hill, she became his nana as well. She lived until she was
ninety two and remained ‘nana’ until the day she died.

Filomena Tormena

Three Begovich sisters: Manda, Mara and Anica Ravlich.

It doeswt matter where yow gos,
people are not all the saume. It
doesnwt matter what country they
come from; there awre good people
and bad peoble: s

Myneighbourandltalkedsomuchoverthefenceoneday
thatasaucepanofmilkboiledoveronmystove! Theywere
niceneighbours.lusedtogoinandhelpthemsometimes
and they hElpEd ME. vasiliki (vickie) Niarros

Whenwecame,wewere moreexposedtothecommunity
becausewewerechildren.Wewereoutthereandkids can
be cruel, so it was hard for a few years. waria petkovich

Dadworked prettyhardonthe minebuthelikedit.Ithink
theminerswereclosetoeachotherbecause,irrespective
ofnationalities,theysharedcommonproblemsintheearly
days. They all helped each other. Louis wow Forner

lalsorememberourLaneStreetneighbour,MrsjJames.She
was very nice to us. She had children and we played with
them and and | think that also helped us learn English.

Dina Spagnol

Maltese priests and nuns supported the Maltese community.

lvanKolinacwasbornintheformerYugoslavia.Hearrived
in Australiain 1938 as a master painter. He settled in
Broken Hill and married Mary Martinovichin 1939. He
providedemploymentto manyofhiscountrymenwhen
they arrived.



