Italo International Club

Italians living in Broken Hill during the 1940s socialised
withintheirhomes.Dancesandsocialgatheringswereheld
in Rossetti’s boarding house and the Dalla’Valle homes.
ItalianfriendsfromSouthBrokenHillplayedaccordionsand
guitars.Migrants,includingtheToigo,Miani, Tizianiand
Piasente families, builtbocce pitchesintheir backyards.

The number of Italians in Broken Hill increased after the
Second World War, particularly in the 1950s. Social
gatheringswerestillheldinprivatehomes,andcommunity
halls were hired for regular dances.

John Licosi was a foundation member and inaugural
President of the Italian Club which opened its club
premises in Crystal Street in February, 1960. John was

Own the W%k,@;/\d/é/d\@/ would, cll cowme doawr howme. presidentforeightyears.Hewassucceededaspresidentby

AntonioBerenattowhoservedtheltaliancommunityfrom

We'd all it under the grapevines and have lunch and 1964 to 1968.
dirvwner togetiner. vangeina iy chrisakis

Italian Club, c.1954. Italian Club celebrates Christmas, c. 1960s.

SupportfortheltalianClubwanedinthelate1970s,andthe
ltalianClubceasedoperating.JohnDeFranceschibecame
caretaker president at that time.

Interest in and enthusiasm for an active club was again
evidentin1988.ItwasdecidedtoincorporatetheClub,and
changeitsnametotheBrokenHillltalolnternationalClub
Incorporated.Theobjectivebehindthiswastobroadenthe
membership base and cultural background to embrace
familiesofltaliandescentandtheirfriendsandanyonethat
would like to participate in our traditional culture.

The present club was opened on the 28th March 1992.
John De Franceschipresidedovertheltalian Club during

Bartulovichfamilieswereverycloseinthe 1950s. vinkaBartulovich Australian-bornltaliangirls,1950:DiannaSfreddo,ColleenGalea,RomaD’Etorre,SilvanaMartini,DoloresTonello,

Ida Carapollotti, Clara Dal Santo, Norma Rigoni, ? theyearsofrebuildingandisthecurrentpresidingmember.

Top: bocce was played in Italian backyards.



Mrs McQueen introduced my mother to the Australian
culture. l asked Mrs McQueen how they communicated
and she said she used the Italian language. | had never
heard her but she meant she used her hands! Friomenatormena

Inthe early days, whenlwentshopping, lwould pointto
thingseveniflhadtogobehindthecounter, ‘lwantthis,|
wantthat.’ Therewasaproblemtryingtobuytheeggsone
day.lfinishedtellinghim‘chook’inYugoslavandflapping
thewingsandsoon,andeventuallyhecameupwith half
a dozen egqgs! wargarita sulicich

Mum settled wellin Broken Hill. She used tocome home
withcomics.Shelookedatthepicturesandthenshelearnt
thewords. Mumtold methat’s howshelearned English.
Amazingisn’tit?’ShespokebetterAustralianthandaddid.
Youcouldunderstandhim,butmumcouldbeunderstood
quite easily. Louis (Lou) Forner

We took the plane to Adelaide and the hostess offered
a coffee and | didn’t know how to say thank you. My
husbandsaidtome‘Canyousaythankyou?’ Thefirstword
| used was ‘thank you’. annacaon

| spoke only Italian while lwas atWilcannia. When | came
backtoBrokenHill,lwenttoclassesatthePigandWhistle
Hotel.lwassupposedtogoasecondyearbutligotajobin
thebushandlforgotabouttheclasses.Whenlcameback
here,lwastoofarbehindtheothersandldidn’tgoback.
Now, lrealisethatwasamistakebutatthattime,|lneeded
the money. Lugizanete

| said to myself once lwas here ‘If you wantto live in this
country,youhavetostarttolearnthelanguage.’ltisvery
hardifyoudon’t,andespeciallyhardifyouwanttogoto
thedoctor.Youhavetoallthetimetakesomeonewithyou.
‘No’ I said, ‘I have to startlearning’. Sol did. rozaiia®ose)cetinich
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School tug-of-war — no language barrier in this event! c.1935.

I was invfighty every day. Whiles 1
couldn't speak Englishv, I had no-
friends ond I really had trouble
at school ... so-thew I stawted
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The migrant’s friend

Many migrants who arrived in the fifties attended
government-fundedEnglishclassesattheBrokenHillHigh
School. Theywere taught by Patrick (Pat) Hackettwho is
remembered by many with affection and gratitude.

| needed to learn alot more, so lwentto English classes
two nights a week — Monday night from seven to nine
and Friday nights from seven to nine. This was a most
important time for me. My teacher was Mr Pat Hackett.
Hewasaverygoodteacherandagentleman. confrangonasopoutos

lattended EnglishlessonsattheHighSchool.Peoplewere
so hice. We had a fantastic teacher — he was a very nice
fellow. He encouraged me all the time. He wanted me to
lecturebecauseofmypreviousqualificationsbutlsaidno,
becauseonehadtobefluentinalanguagetoteachothers.

Vera Sulicich

Greek children at the Greek Club.

Back row: Nick Masoni,Jim Lakes, Nick Coomblas, Spirou Gonos, Angeloniteis, Angelo Kersakis, Olea Masotti, Kathy
Coomblas,ConlLakes,HelenZiros,MariaMitchell. Middlerow: TinaNitsis,MathewNiros,KateTolias,JohnCoomblas,
ElizabethSperou,?,CindyDiamentes, EffieMitchell.MargaretZikos,PamBeskalopylous.Frontback:?,JoanneZolos,Heather
Bobos,MarkMasohi,SandraDrosos,NickySavas,ChrisNiarros,AngieTokias.Front:PamGonos,KathyLakes,JamiesPetros,
Nicky Lakes, Kathryn Diamentes, Kathy Skiadas.
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East School, c.1946.

Back row: Gloria Lawn, Doug Bagnall, Harold Burns, Gino Vuaran, Millie Battnich, Guido Vuaran, Frank Zupanovich,
GeoffQuinn,FayHermansson,RomeoMorosin.Frontrow:?,MargaretSemmens,BrunoSinicco,RuthMorris,?,NorisToigo,
AlanSrzich, Marie Battnich, Helen Storey,?, BillEdgecumbe, Graham Matthews. Seated: ValeriaZaina, Fay Semmens,
Marlene Srzich, Barbara Keenan.

IwenttoEnglishclassesattheBrokenHillHighSchooland
was taught by Mr Pat Hackett — a man with a big heart
and lots of patience. Ivan Bosnich



| decided to come to Broken Hill because | had a friend
there.lstayedwithhimonenight.Heintroduced metoan
Italian, Mr Ottowa, who offered me a job in Wilcannia.

Luigi Zanette

We spent four years in the Arabian Desert in that place
calledSinai.Ourdaughter,Sinai,wasbornduringthattime
andnamedaccordingly.Afterfouryears,theGreatBritain
governmentpaidthetravellingexpensesforustocometo
Broken Hill. We came to this country to start a new life.

Luka Oreb

It was really difficult in Malta. | had an uncle who had
migrated to Broken Hill fifty years previously. He was
really happy, sowhen | was seventeen | decided to leave
Malta and join him in Broken Hill. rosina ®ose) micatter

WecametoBrokenHilltoseemystep-father’sfriendTony
Dunkiert and his wife Anna. They had metinthearmyin
Germany. You had to have aguarantorforsomewhere to
live and somewhere to work. My uncle’s friend was
guarantor for all three of us. «ankarthauser

Threeofdad’sbrothersandhisbrother-in-lawemigratedto
AustraliaandworkedintheminesatBrokenHill. Twoofthe
brothersreturnedtoltalyin1926anddaddecidedthathe
toowouldemigratetoAustraliaandgotoBrokenHill. noriseraes

Myfatherwasafarmerwhosecropsfailed,sowhenFranko
Farcich suggested hejoin himinBroken Hill, mydad saw
this as an opportunity to provide for his family. wanvito

lcametoBrokenHillbecausemydadwaslivingthere.lhad
never seen him. The firsttime | saw my dad | was twenty
two and a halfyears old and | feltl had come home. wanviato

Whenlmarriedlvanin1957,lknewhiswishwastojoinhis
fatherinBrokenHill.Ilwas sadtoleave myfamily,butlwas
happy to be joining my husband. jagodaviatko

Many migrants left the cane fields in Queensland to come to Broken Hill. olga De Franceschi

Spiros wa so- lonely his mother told
hinv she would send himw av goods
girl from Greece. They spoke to-my

father aond he asked me if I wanted

To- ng‘ To-Auwstr a/b:a/ Vasiliki (Vickie) Niowros

My father, Camillo, first came out to
BrokenHillinabout1920.Hereturned
to Italy until after the children were
born. He came back to Australia in
about 1927 because there was not
enough work in Italy to feed
everyone. Dina Spagnol
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Eventuallytherewere fourbrothers
inBrokenHill:Rige,Dusan, Tonyand
Steve. It started with two that came
beforeus,myhusbandfollowedand
thenhisotherbrotherfollowedafew
years later. Margarita Sulicich

Mum and my brothers joined dad in
Broken Hill. vinka Bartulovich
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Hadad family: My father was happy to raise his family here. Anita Mazuran

Myparents,AnteandManda(Begovich)RavlichwereimmigrantsfromthevillageofKorzica
inDalmatia,theformerYugoslavia.Mymotherwasoneofthefirstwomenfromtheformer
Yugoslavia to settle in Broken Hill. miliie Alagich



Peopleoftenaskwhatournationalfoodisandlwouldsay
itisIndianfoodbecausewejustadoptedit;thatisthefood
we gI‘EW up W|th Adelaide De Main

TherewasnotmuchfishinBrokenHillwhenwefirstcame
so we had to change and eat more meat but | still cook
some meals the NOrweg|an Way Dagmar Kanck

| cook Italian food all the time! | learnt to cook in Italy
becausemymothersaid, ‘Youhavetobeabletocookthis
andthis’.lcopied herandllove tocook —carryoninthe
way | learnt: gnocchi, polenta, alotof Italian stuff.ldon’t
know how to cook English food. annacaon

People often said they were having chooks or turkeys at
Christmas time — we had them all the time. We raised
chooks,turkeys,ducks,andgrewveggiesinourbigyardat

the back.

Louis (Lou) Forner

| planted vines, a few stone trees, afig tree, an olive tree
andafewothers.Istillhaveavegetablegardeneveryyear.

Con Frangonasopoulos

| like to cook. | cook Greek food always and have catered
forspecialoccasions.l’vegotGreekrecipesandlhave my
mother’srecipes.loftensaymymotheriscookingthemeal
when | use her recipes! veatrike (ickie) brosos

We used to dry the figs and take the olives to
Adelaide and have olive oil made out of them. iy chrisaxis

| carry on with the traditional Filipino food. The
Filipinos gettogether for parties where we talk our own
language most of the time and the men chat
together and have a beer. wueritanichotas

WetendtocookourfoodmainlyintheCroatiantradition.
Wehaveamixturereallybecausewelikebothsidesofthe
coin so to speak. wmaria retkovich

Luka Bartulovich seated beneath his grapevines.

The new Auwstralions taught the
Auwstralions to- cook properly. If we
hadw't come, they’d, sl be o pies
and pasties! They wouldin't eat gawrlic
ond they didwnw't evenw know what
egg/plomtwa& Now th@l love it Lily Chrisakis

Wegrewupwithapermanentgardenwitheverythinginit
becausewecouldn’tgooutandbuythingsuntilwegotto
learnthe language. We had ourown fruitand veq. uiychrisaxis

| made goulash the way we make it: slow cooking, then |
made a pasta sutawhichis pastainaclear soup with red
kidney beans added. She would tell me to cut the garlic,
hammeritin(baconfat)andthenaddittothesoup.ltwas
a beautiful soup. witie Alagicn

Allthevegetableswerehome-grown.Mumlookedafterthe
gardenandthenshe’dcookthefoodtheYugoslavway.She
madestuffedcapsicum,cabbagerollsfromthecabbagesin
the garden . Vinka Bartulovich

We hadagarden.WegrewtheYugoslavcabbagewhichis
traditional,andspinachandgrapevines.Dadmadehisown
wine and crushed the grapes with his feet. oigape Francesch

Giacomo and granddaughter Hanna tend the crops!

Backyardswerenotonlyproductive,butbecameaworkofart.
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The Slav cabbage is a very strong, Jack De Franceschi, salami maker. Antonia Corsini cooking polenta.
green, leafy cabbage that was very

popular with mum when she was

backhomeandweloveit;eventoday

we have it growing in the garden.

Millie Alagich



| don’t think we would have settled as well in any other
Australiantown.ldon’tthinkyoucouldmeetbetterpeople
than Broken Hill people.

lvan Vlatko

llikeitherenow.llikethequietexistence;slowpaceoflife.

Merita Nicholas

| feel Broken Hill is my birth city because | lived there for
twenty three years and | was happy. | went there when |
wasyoungandthreeofourfourkidswerebornthere.lfeel
like it is my home.

Jagoda Vlatko

Thekidslookforwardtoseeingusbutthenwecomehome
toourownplace.BrokenHillisasgoodaplaceasanytolive.

Petar Petkovich

I’'msettledinBrokenHillnowandlamreallygladthatllive
here. Itis where | fitin, where | belong. The people have
made a difference.

Adelaide De Main

I’'mhappytobeAustralian.BrokenHilliswheremyheartis.

Linda McCubbin

Peopleask mewhylam stillin Broken Hill.lsay, ‘Because
thisis home —you raise the children. It’'sahome and if|
stayed with anyone else, whereverthey may be, itwould
be justaroom;itwould mean nothing to me. Here is my
home.’

Igor Caplygin

MyparentsbecameAustraliancitizensin1946andalways
regarded Broken Hill as their home. When asked about
visiting herhomeland, mumwould say, ‘Whydolwantto
gotoltaly?lhavelovelymemoriesofltaly,butBrokenHillis
my home now!” noris sraes

lwouldn’tchoosetoliveanywhereelse.lwouldn’tsaywe’re
the prettiesttowninAustraliabutthewayoflifeis simple
and the people are so friendly. You are never lonely in
Broken Hill.

Jenny Cattonar

I’'mveryhappywithmychildrenandmygrandchildren.l’ll
enjoy my life for however long. I’'m eighty nOW. srunacenua
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Panoramic view of Broken Hill: photo by Boris Hlavica, 2005.

We thought of moving to Adelaide. For me it is okay to
visit but as | get older, what am | going to do? Here in
BrokenHill,I’'vehadlotsofworkandfriendssol’mstaying
hEI’E' Luigi Zanette

ltwas therightdecision for metoleave Italy and settle in
BrokenHill.Ithasgivenmeafamilyandaplacetobe;tobe
something,tobelong.Today,atthisstageyoucan’twant
anything else. jack be Franceschi

When you have lived to eighty there are not many left
around you. ldogetlonely butaslongas|canlook after
myself | will stay here. | love this house, we built it
ourselves! pagmar kanck

EveryoneyouaskedsaidtheywereonlyinAustraliaforfive
yvearsbutthefiveyearshavebecomefortyandfiftyyears.|
havetotellyoullove Australia;llovethis country. vikieorosos
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It wa very easy to- become paut of Brokerv
I canv go-out and lie under the stows inv ov

Kol Kewthoauser

News from home.

De Franceschi Brothers went our separate ways in 1987.
My sons and | became De Franceschi and Sons. John De Franceschi



Hill — I love the bush, the freedom and the space;
swag. It is beauntiful. Whewv I die, buvy me out there.

Line of the Lode Information Centre, builtin 2000 by De Franceschiand Sons.

Miner’s Memorial built in 2000 by De Franceschi and Sons.

I WOUIdn,t Want tO ||Ve anYWhere E|Se Gabriella (Gay) De Franceschi

Forty years now | have lived in Australia. | love it in this
country. | love it in South Broken Hill because it’s a very
quiet suburb, very nice suburb. wanpippin

People have often asked me why | don’t move. | always
reply, ‘BrokenHilliswherel’llbe’.It’saniceplace. wouistowrorner

lamhappyhere,afteralll’vebeenhereforfortyeightyears.
lwillreturntoGreeceinthefuture.ldon’tknowwhenthis
future will come but eventually | will. That was my
intention in the beginning. con frangonasopoulos

| love to go back to see my family but to live in Italy? No,
becauselmarriedhereinBrokenHilland myfamilyishere
NOW. That’S |t Anna Caon

As children you don’t question what’s happening about
themoveandweweresadlguess,toleavethefamilyover
there, but it’s been great and Broken Hill has been

wonderful to us. | wouldn’t want to be anywhere else. |
thinkwe’vebeenverylucky.lthinkwe’vebeenveryblessed.

Katie Maxwell

Lifeisverygood.l'llstayinBrokenHillaslongastheykeep
the gOIf course gO|ng| Dino De Franceschi

| stillam able tolook afterand cook for myself. Thisis my
home, I WOUIdn,t Ieave Kata Andrich

ldon’twanttoleave here.It’s morerelaxedinBrokenHill.

Nicholas (Nick) Chrisakis

WheneverlseeanythingaboutAustralia,lcry; morethanl
C|O fOI’ Greece Vasiliki (Vickie) Niarros

Todaythechildrenaregrownupandliveaway, butlamstill
Very happy here Saverina Dall’Armi

My husband has retired butwe’ve decided to stay herein
BrokenHill.We’reinvolvedwiththecommunity;welovethe
people, it’s a very friendly place. -FiomenaTormena

Dad loved Broken Hill and he loved the bush. A lot of his
friends moved away but he would never think of leaving.

Anita Mazuran

lrealisedldidn’twanttoleave here. My home may notbe
asbeautifulasotherhomesbuttomeitisbeautiful. binaspagnol

WhenldrivefromMelbournetoBrokenHill,thecarknows
itsway —eventhecarlovesBrokenHilllltisthebestplace
in Australiaforme.lcan’tspeakforotherpeople. spirosniarros

BrokenHillhasgivenmefortysevenyears.Myfamily’s here.
Mylifeishere.That'sitisn’tit?Itsayseverything.Ifldidn’t
like it | would have left a long time ago. Lorenzo cester



2000

2002

2003

2004

2005

Broken Hill Migrant Heritage Committee convenes to
oversee the Broken Hill Migrant Heritage Project.

Community Relations Commission for a Multicultural
NSW (CRC) approves funding for project.

Collated and bound report of 80 oral histories from
participating migrants is presented to CRC.

Sharing the Lode opens as atemporary exhibition at the
Albert Kersten GeoCentre.

Projectwins NSWCulturalHeritage Conservation Award,
Country Energy Tidy Towns Award.

Sharing the Lode: The Broken Hill Migrant Story book is

launched by NSW Premier the Hon. Bob Carr MP.
AssistanceprovidedbytheMigrationHeritageCentre NSW.

BoardofSulphideStreetRailwayMuseumgenerouslyoffers
permanent home for exhibition.

The Committee acknowledges with gratitude the migrants who shared their stories:

Andrich Kata

Dal Santo Sister Clara

Franze Rosina

Drosos Veatrike

Michl Silvana Niarros Vasiliki

Sulicich Vera

Skiadas Kathy Sulicich Magarita

Spagnol Dina

Shamroze Bobby

2006 Sharing the Lode: Broken Hill Migrant Museum
officially opens with assistance from
the Migration Heritage Centre NSW and
the Powerhouse Museum, Sydney.

Left to right: Back row: Maria Petkovich, Katie Maxwell, Pam McRae, Cliff Braes and Bobby Shamroze.
Front Row: Anita Mazuran, Fran McKinnon, Merita Nicholas, Barbara De Franceschi OAM and Christine Adams.
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Barzelatto Caterina raes Noris

Dall’ Armi Saverina De Franceschi Gabriella

Genua Bruna Karthauser Karl

Nicholas Merita Oreb Luka

Tonna Emily Tormena Filomena Vlatko lvan

De Franceschi John

La Rovere Vita

Petkovich Maria

Vlatko Jagoda Ware Ramon

Broken Hill Migrant Heritage Committee Members
Barbara De Franceschi OAM (chairperson)
Pam McRae (Secretary)

Maria Petkovich (Treasurer)

Christine Adams (Project Officer)

Cliff Braes

Anita Mazuran

Fran McKinnon

Katie Maxwell

Merita Nicholas

Bobby Shamroze

Caon Anna Caplygin Igor

De Main Adelaide Dennis Alexandria

Martini Italo

Pippin Ivan Ravlich Joyce

Zaknich Marija Zaknich Ante Zanette Luigi

Cester Lorenzo

Drosos Nicholas

Saliba Lola

Zanette Olga



