| remember during the Depression the miners used to
march with the Red Flag in Argent Street and finish up at
the Trades Hall. Theywere given some food: vegetables,
cabbages, cauliflowersandafewotherthingsjusttolive.
| remember those days. rauisuitana

| said toJoe, ‘We have to work long hours, so we’ll work
together’.ldidalltheworkwhenJoewasnotaround, Il tell
vou! | was not afraid of hard work. rosinaFranze

TheNewSouthWales GovernmentcontractedtheBroken
Hill Water Board to connect the sewerage in the city

becauseonlyasmall partofBrokenHillhadthe sewerage
on.WhenlfirststartedwiththeWaterBoard,loperatedthe
jackhammer,diggingtrenches.lwasquitehappytodothat.

Ivan Vlatko

My firstjobin Australiawas working atthe Gas Company
shovellingcoke.lstayedonforabouttwoweeksandthen
my brother and | got a job in Menindee with Water
Conservation. «ar karthauser
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MilhamHadadopenedafruitshopwhenhefirstcametoBrokenHill.ltwasdifficulttogetgoodfruitsoafterafewyears
he decided to sell his business and buy a truck to cart the fruit from Mildura to Broken Hill. Anita Mazuran

My first job in Australia. Karl Karthauser

They walked to-the mine day after

day. Eventually, because they were

good workers, they got a job o the
mine. My father was there for
twenly five yeawrs. e zamn

BrunaGenuaandfamilymakinghaywhilethesunshines.

WaterCommissionpipeline.

lvan Kolinacwas always happytoemployapprentices. Heemployed uptothirty fiveduringthe boomyears of thecity.
He was a fair but hard taskmaster. ivan Kolinac (nr)

Marinaquicklysetaboutherbusinessofhawking,walk-
ingtocustomersallovertown. ltwas during this period
thatpeoplereferredtoheras ‘Bundle Mary’ becauseshe
carriedanenormousbundlestrappedortiedtoherback.
It contained women’s frocks, blouses and exquisitely
embroideredunderwearaswellassoapsandperfumes,
usually in a large tablecloth with the corners tied
diagonally. Ramon Ware
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Pietro Barzelatto and friend, Menindee. c.1953. Afghan camel train. Kolinac’s store opened in 1957.

Jack De Franceschi trowelling cement the easy way. JohnZahraarrivedinBrokenHillin1919.Heworkedasa
miner on the North Mine for many years.
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: We originally leased the pub for twoyears and after that
! : . Twma s £ the owner wanted to sell the pub so we bought it. We
' ' ' e - were there from 1974 to 1980. van Viatko

i

LuigiReatomigratedfromltalyin1923 attheageoffifteen.MeryChesomigratedfromltalyandmarriedLuigiin 1937.
TheysettledonapoultryfarmatSilvertonfrom1937to1955,whentheysoldthefarmtotheGenuafamily.LuigiandMery
bought the Silverton Hotel in 1956. They remained there until 1973. Innis McLeod

WestartedtransportinggoodsfromAdelaidetoBrokenHillin1953.Thesemi-trailerbusinessgotbiggerandbiggerandisstillgoingtoday. joseph(oe)Attard



Larrywas aminerattheZincCorporationforoverthirtytwoyears.Heandhis sonsaccumulated overone hundredand
seventyyearsservicetotheminingindustry.Thebalanceofthoseyearscamefrom sevenbrothers: Lawrence,Francis,

Joseph, George, Sam, John, and Vincent. Joseph (Joe) Gauci

That was my job: looking after my
men, washing, cleaning, ironing

Kato Andrichv

We ended up buying the Okeh Café in Argent Street. We
were only goingto be there fortwoyears and we stayed
for nine. Maria Petkovich

Manda Ravlich took in boarders and washed clothes for
singleYugoslavmentomakeextramoney.Thereweremany
menwho cameoutontheirown,virtuallypenniless. They
were saving money to bring out wives and girlfriends.
Manda and Ante took them into their home and
befriended them. Joyce Ravlich

Afterthechildrengrewuplwentbacktodress-making.For
meit’sapastimebecauseldon’tlikethehandsidle;notfor
me. | like to do something. annacaon

Weraisedchooks.ldon’tknowhowldiditbutmyhusband

Mumpluckedandcleanedthechickensallbyhand.TheBrokenHillHospitalwastheirmaincustomer;othercustomers Wouldn’t k||| the ChOO ks SO | d|d - then | hung them up
werethebigstoresinBrokenHillandsomeofthefishshopsandrestaurants. Theysuppliedalltheeggsanddadwould _ g :
bring them in to Broken Hill on Thursdays. Vvita La Rovere for a day I bOl Ied the Copper 1N the yard and plucked and

cleanedthemthenextday.Thefollowingdaylcookedthem
bUt I don,t eat Ch'Cken I"IOW' Dina Spagnol

JohnDeFranceschiarrivedin 1950, followed by his three
brothers: Jack, Cesare and Dino. The four brothers
consolidated a family business under the name of

De Franceschi Brothers. sarbara pe Franceschi oam

Dal Santo profession day.

JohnVidorin,JohnForner,BobDodimeadand]jackVidorin
were all members of the Forner brothers’ team.

IworkedhardforHorrieEdwards,andMilliewasalways stitchingwhilelwasatworkattheSilvertontramway. Whenlhad
aboutthreehundredcoupons,lwenttoAdelaideandboughtsomematerialandlstartedmyownbusiness. RudolphAlagichOAM

» Bobby Shamrose (at left in photo) working on the
Warburton Giles documentary. Bobby has been in a
numberofmovies, includingHostage,inwhichheplayed
the part of an Egyptian.



Youdidn’tknowthe money.l’'d gointothe shop andgive
him(shopkeeper)allthemoney.lwouldn’tknowifhetook
the right money or not! amacaon

lIrememberMenindeebecauseitwasn’taverygoodlifein
Menindee. Mum and dad were always tired and we were
a|Way5 Strugg“ng Jenny Cattonar

lwas onlyhome (fromwar)foracoupleofyearswhendad
gotkilled onthe mine. One hundred menwalked infront
Of the hearse at h|S funeral Joseph (Joe) Attard

It was really hard in Broken Hill when we first came,
because there were no jobs and Dusan was workingin a
trench—I’'ll never forgetit. His job was really hard sowe
went into the fish shop, believe it or not! verasuiicic

Inabout1980 mysoncamehometomeoneday, andsaid
‘Dad, they’re making fun of my name. What shall | do?’ |
said, ‘Welleitherlearntofightson,oryouputupwithitand
don’tletitworryyou’.Soconsequently,heironedoutafew
and that sorted that problem out! reginaid Reg) Pedergnana

Beforeweleftforschoolinthemorning,wemilkedfouror
five cows and fed at least three thousand chickens.
Lunchtimewewenthomeandcollectedeggs.Afterschool
wefedthechooksandcollectedmoreeggsandmilkedthe
COWS agalN. Aangelina (Anne) Attard

It was difficult for afew years when | had to see a doctor.
Peopleexpectedtobepaidiftheytookyou.Wedidn’tgive
them money, but my husband had to work for them for
nothing. oigazanette

My motherreturnedfromashopcrying. Thesalesperson
weighed the sugar or flour and my mother said ‘basta,
basta’meaning‘enough,enough’.Wehadkilogramsinltaly
andAustraliahadpoundsandounces,soitwasconfusing.
We heard later that the salesperson told people that my
motherhadcalled herabastardandofcourse mymother
walked away. From that day she said she wouldn’t go
shoppinganymore.Shoppingbecamemychore. riomenatormena

Dad hadthislittleboatandafterawhile,tosurvive, theycaughtperchand codandsentittoashopinBrokenHill. jennycCattonar

Every Satuwrday aond Sunday the
duwst woudd comes;; yow woudd clean
up and I would, come agair.

Kato Andrichv

Mr King, the Sports Master, appointed me as the captain
oftheschoolwhenlwasinsixthclass.Aletterwaswritten
by anirate parentto MrKing, stating thathe did notwant
hissonparticipatinginsportwhileadagowasthecaptain
andthatthiswasthefeelingamongstmanyotherparents.
When | heard of this letter | left Alma School, very
disappointed,andenrolledintheCentralSchoolforavery
short time. Rrudoiph Alagich 0aM

Towardstheendofthewarthe GovernmentsentDad and
othermentoBarmerainSouthAustraliatocutwood. The
men worked in groups of ten and were initially paid a
weeklywage.Lateracontractsystemwasintroducedbut
morale was low and the men only did enough to earn
WA(eS. nNoris Braes

lusedtogotothe phoneboxinfrontofourhousewithabox
fullofpenniestoringallthe hotelsfortheirorders.lwasout
thereforacoupleofhoursinthehotphoneboX. angelinaanne)attard

Therewerewaterrestrictions:therewasnowaterinUmberumberka,nowaterinStephensCreek.Theycarriedwateronthe
trainfromMenindee.Fromeighto’clocktofouro’clocktherewasnowateratall.ltclosedcompletelydown,soyouwashed
early in the morning if you were allowed to do it. Rozalia (Rose) Cetinich

Dust storm, Argent Street, 1955.

Typical Broken Hill dust storm, 1907.

We had no- money so-there was no-washing -machine.
My hands were the washing -machine. I used o
copper sometimes and I made the soap. srunaGenua



|was a bit shy, especiallywhen | first came. Dad took me
down to the Billies (Alma Sporting Club) to have a drink.
Everybody knewlwas his son because theytalked onthe
mine,you know. Dad was known as Big Tony. His friends
came to me ‘Hello, Hello’. ante zaknich

The Yugoslavs, Italians and Greeks all stuck together
becausetheywereallverymuchinthesameboatandwere
called grills and wogs. | can’t really recall children from
ethnicbackgroundshavingassociationswithAustralians
duringmychildhood.I’'mnotsayingitdidn’thappenbutwe
tended to stick with our own. aiex pennis

NinetypercentofourcustomerswereAustralians.Allthe
footballers and their supporters drank atthe All Nations
andtheywerealllikeabigfamily. Thenagain, mywifeand
children were pleasant to the customers — same as me.

Ivan Vlatko

lwasalreadythirtysixyearsoldwhenlarrivedinAustralia.
|knew onlyfiftytwowords of Englishatthattime.lcould
havelearnedEnglishduringthosefouryearsatthecamp
but,yousee,wehadnohome!Wedidn’tknowifwewould
beacceptedinAustraliaortheUnitedStatesorwherever.

Luka Oreb

lenjoyBrokenHilltremendously—thefriendliness ofthe
people. Most I’'ve met are very nice. We also have the
Filipino Support Group and we have a Women’s
MulticulturalGroup.Thereareallnationalities.lliketomix
with all types of people. carie anderson

MyGrandfather,EmanuelPedergnana,hadhisgroceryshop
inPiperStreetwhere mostlyalltheltaliansand Yugoslavs
lived. He was well-known and respected and they all
supportedhim.ThenamePedergnanainBrokenHill,even
to this generation, is still well-known. reg redergnana

The Zammit family celebrate St Patrick’s Day at popular Penrose park.

People were very kind to- me —
I was always grateful for that.

In1966Iwasthefirstrecipientofameritoriousawardfor
soccer from the South Australian Government.
Rudolph Alagich OAM

Kata Andrichv

Greek float — proudly combining the symbols of both
theirnewand old cultures duringthe parade for Broken
Hill’s 75th birthday.

Woptobottom:Yugoslav,ltalianandMaltesefloatsjoinin
the celebrations.

Asharingofcultures:DougCarrollandTomMcReynoldsteachPaulZammittotossthecaberatStPatrick’sDayPicnic,c.1950s.




Napredak Club

Yugoslavmigrantscamehereassinglemenormarriedmen
withoutwives, and everybody had in mind to stay one or
twoyears,makeafewhundredpoundsandgobackhome.
Butthey found outitwas hard to make afortune here, so
theystartedbringingtheirwivesandtheirchildrentosettle
in Broken Hill.

By 1928theSlavcommunityneededitsownmeetingplace
and the Napredak Club was born. Our forefathers had a
greatambitionforthesalvationofourfuture. Theyexpressed
it in the constitution of the Club: unite all Yugoslavs in
Broken Hill; help with newcomers and integrate with the
local people.

Ourveryfirstfounders,whentheyformedthefirstYugoslav
ClubinAustralia, made surethatpeoplefromoneareaof
Yugoslavia didn’t dominate. The emphasis was on
friendship towards all people from Yugoslavia.

The founding members of the Napredak Club were:

JoeAlagich(President),PeterVukobratovich(VicePresident),
lvan Segedin (Secretary), Matt Alagich, Steve Alagich,
VicAlagich,lvanCetinich,MattGiljevich,lvanGrubusich,
Tom Katich, Ante Kovacevich, Pasko Kronja, Luka Lupis,
JerkoMarinovich, MijoNemcich,Joe Perina, lvan Ravlich,
Ante Serich, Jure Sutich, Ivan Viskich, and Vic Viskovich.

Whenthe Clubwas builtin 1936 itwas forthe Yugoslavs.
In later years, the Napredak Club decided to change its
namefromtheYugoslavCommunityClubtotheBrokenHill
CommunityClub.Everybodywillingtoobeyourconstitution
may become a full member of the Napredak Club.

Wehavemanagedtoavoidhate, pettyjealousyandrivalry
seeninothercountrieswheremanypeoplefromYugoslavia
have settled. We owe a lot to those early pioneers.

Ted and Russell Khan, supporters of Police Boys Club, c.1950s.

WO‘VLOLW]CM/Z/ Ttimes. Reginald (Reg) Perdergnana

Napredak celebrations!

Melita Soccer Club, 1960.

Back: Karl Karthauser, Tony ?, Tony Pfeffer, George Bugeja, George ?, Louis ?, Pat English.
Front: Fred Saliba, Les Harris, George Bugeja Jnr, ?, Mario Donda.

The family would all get together and bring their childvesnw and
grondfatiher would play the accordionw — they made their own fun;

Napredak band, 1939.

When lwas ateenagerwe had the Napredak Clubwhere
wemetandhaddanceseverySaturdaynight.Eventhough
mybrotherswereplayingintheband,Istillwasn’tallowed

to go without my parents. Millie Alagich

The Napredak band, 1934.
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Norwegian Day celebrations, c.1960s. Richard De Franceschi climbs the greasy pole! TheClubprovidedconcertsanddancing:mumanddadwerethere,soweweretheretoo.Oursociallifeattheclubwas
wonderful, €.1950. vinka Bartulovich

The Italiown Club-held picnics and i those days we used
to-go-to- Mt Gipps or Stephens Creek and Penwose Park.
Those days are gone NOW. oy catonar

BrokenHillCentenarycelebrations 1983:personsfromdiverseculturalbackgrounds
dressed in national costumes and came together to celebrate as one community.

Members of the Broken Hill Italo International Club took part in annual excursions,
including a trip to Tasmania.

Referees: visitor, Italo Martini and Steve Mazuran. Caon and Barzelatto families, c.1960s. Earlierdays:NickandVickieDrososwithfriendConFrangos.

Top:friendsforlife:ConLake,HarryAlexiades,SpirosNiarros
and Nick Drosos.




